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West Virginia maintains a statewide network of monitoring 
stations. The network monitors the air quality. If the air quality 
fails to meet any of the NAAQS, the EPA designates the region 
as a nonattainment area. 

The DAQ is then required to develop a state implementation 
plan to achieve and maintain air quality standards in that area.
State implementation plans must be approved by the EPA.

We live in an air quality non-attainment area
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Researchers from the Colorado School of Public Health have shown that air 
pollution caused by hydraulic fracturing or fracking may contribute to acute 
and chronic health problems for those living near natural gas drilling sites. 

The report, based on three years of monitoring, found a number of 
potentially toxic petroleum hydrocarbons in the air near the wells including 
benzene*, ethylbenzene, toluene and xylene. Other chemicals included 
heptane, octane and diethylbenzene but information on their toxicity is 
limited.

Non-cancer health impacts from air emissions due to natural gas 
development is greater for residents living closer to wells. Ultimately due to a 
multitude of  volatile organic compounds (VOCs), many of which have 
neurological and/or respiratory effects. 

* Benzene has been identified by the Environmental Protection Agency as a 
known carcinogen. 

Excerpts from recent Colorado study:
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NEAR SCIO, Oh. -- At least one person was injured when a fire broke out at a Harrison 
County drilling site early Friday morning.

The fire was reported at a drill site on Henderson Road outside of Scio.

One victim was transported by medical helicopter to a burn center in Akron.

It was not immediately clear what was inside the tanks that caught fire or what caused 
the fire. The Harrison County Sheriff’s office confirmed that a vehicle also caught fire 
and that the State Fire Marshal’s Office would likely be contacted.

Several agencies from Harrison County and the surrounding area responded to the site.
As of 3:00 a.m., dispatchers said that fire crews were actively trying to put out the fire.
Henderson Road was closed because of the fire.



HARRISON COUNTY, Ohio — A worker was critically 
wounded with severe burns after a fire broke out at a 
Harrison County gas well site Friday.

Two gas tanks and one vehicle caught fire at the 
Chesapeake Energy site on Henderson Road near Scio 
around 2 a.m.

Sheriff Ron Myers said workers were transferring water from 
one tank to another using a gasoline-powered pump. 

He said the incident is believed to be an accident and said 
something in the pump malfunctioned, causing it to throw a 
spark and start the fire. 

Update


